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of Akasheh, where there were some fresh cases of cholera on
the 3rd instant, the health of the troops is reported to be
satisfactory in this respect. There have been several cases
of enteric fever among the European part of the force, some
of which have proved fatal, and cases of dysentery have like-
wise occurred ; still, considering the great heat, the dust
storms, and occasional heavy.falls of rain, the health of the
British troops has been very satisfactory. The latest cholera
returns from Egypt, which do not, however, include the bulk
of the Egyptian army, no returns being furnished by the War
Office beyond Sarras, show that in three days there were 418
cases and 347 deaths. Five of the deaths occurred at
Alexandria, 6 in Cairo, and 8 at Damietta and the suburbs.
The progressive advance of cholera up the Nile during the

present epidemic has been a noteworthy feature. The disease
has proceeded from Assouan to Korosko, from Korosko to
Halfa, and thence to Ambigol Wells, Akasheh, and Kosheh.
The latter station has lately been visited by furious storms of
rain and dust, which gave rise to a good deal of incon-
venience and discomfort in the camp. Apart from the more
satisfactory accounts in regard to cholera, the best military
news of the week from the Nile force is that which tells of
the completion of the railway to Kosheh. The Nile seems
to be rising more slowly than usual, but it is rising.

ARMY MEDICAL SCHOOL, NETLEY.

TERMINATION OF THE SEVENTY-SECOND SESSION.

ON July 31st the Commander-in-Chief paid his first
official visit to the Royal Victoria Hospital. Arriving at

Netley at about 2.30 o’clock he proceeded to the officers’

mess, where he unveiled a portrait of Surgeon-General
Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart., K.C.S.I., making in connexion with
the function a kind, sympathetic, and graceful utterance,
to which Sir Joseph Fayrer made an excellent reply. The

portrait, which is a really fine work, was subscribed for by the
officers of the Army Medical Staff, the Indian Medical Service,
and other friends as a testimonial of Sir Joseph Fayrer’s
great services. It was painted by Mr. Sydney P. Hall and
is placed in the ante-room of the Army Medical Staff
mess, where it will in future hang with the portraits of
the former professors of the Army Medical School. Before

being delivered at Netley the picture was taken to Marl-

borough House by command of the Prince of Wales, who
pronounced it to be an excellent and faithful likeness.’ 

After lunching with the officers of the Army Medical Staff
Lord Wolseley proceeded to the lecture theatre of the Army
Medical School, where a large and distinguished company
assembled to meet him. The gathering was presided
over by Surgeon-Major-General C. H. Giraud, Principal
Medical Officer at Netley, who extended a hearty welcome
to the Commander-in-Chief. The following were among
those present: Lieutenant General J. Davis, C.B., and
his aide-de-camp, the Director - General of the Army
Medical Department (Surgeon - Major -General Jameson,
M.D.), Surgeon-Major-General Markey, C.B., Brigadier- 
General the Hon. H. Crichton, Surgoon - Major - General
Hooper, I.M.S., Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart., K.C.S.I., Sir
William MacCormac (President of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England), Dr. Allchin, Surgeon-Major-General
W. Webb, Colonel Walters, and the military and nursing
staff of the Royal Victoria Hospital.

Brigade - Surgeon - Lieutenant - Colonel J. Lane Notter,
M.D., secretary of the Senate of the Army Medical School
and Professor of Hygiene, read the report of the examiners,
who stated that the work of the session had been most satis-
factory and that a high tone had prevailed in the school.
He mentioned that all the twenty-six surgeons on probation
had proved themselves fitted to hold Her Majesty’s com-
mission and that in general ability they were, as a whole, of
fair average. Their conduct while passing through the
school had been excellent.
Lord Wolseley, in presenting the prizes,2 congratulated the

winners, and called attention to the remarkable part played
in the army by the medical staff. He said the account

1 Sir Joseph Fayrer’s portrait has been reproduced by Mr. H. Hanf-
staengl, tine art publisher, of Pall-mall East, of whom copies may be
obtained by the subscribers to the testimonial.
2 A list of the surgeons on probation who were successful at both the

London and Netley examinations will be found on page 407 of our issue
of Aug. 8th.

which they had just heard read describing the pro-
ceedings and results of the session’s studies and duties
performed there was, he thought, most satisfactory. It
told them of a well-conducted institution and a well.
conducted school of medicine, while the prizes that had
been given away showed to all who took an interest in the
school that the subjects which were taught-well taught-
there had been well studied by those who had had the
advantage of being surgeons-on-probation at the hospital
during the past session. It was now some seven or eight
years since he had had the pleasure of being there, and he
then had sufficient time at his disposal to go over the hos.
pital and see for himself the various schools where the
sciences were taught and of inspecting the institutions con.
nected with the hospital. He had every reason to suppose that
they were in quite as good a condition now as they were
then, when he was extremely pleased with all that he saw.
Another opportunity might be afforded him of coming to
Netley, when he should be able to again see for himself the
great institution in which so many, he might say all, the
present medical department of the army had been educated.
It was, he need hardly say, a great pleasure to him to come
to an institution of that character. During the course of a
long military career he could most conscientiously say that
some of the greatest friends he had had in the army had
been medical officers. During one period of service in
Canada he lived for five years with one of the most dis.
tinguished men who had ever worn uniform-he meant Sir
William Muir, who took such a deep interest in the school
and all that was taught there. He learnt from him at that
time all that he then knew of the medical department. He
had been helped on many occasions by medical officers. He
had been ill himself, and had learnt to appreciate the great
value of their services and to admire their great devotion
to duty and their determination to maintain the credit
of the great profession to which they belonged under
all and under most trying circumstances. A great
many years in the early part of his life were

spent in learning and acquiring the art of destruc-
tion-the art of how best to kill Her Majesty’s enemies
in all parts of the world, and in teaching the young
men associated with him the same. When he viewed the
objects of their profession he could not help feeling how
much more noble they were than those of what he might
call the fighting part of the profession. As they went out
to their duties he could assure them that they would find
that no man appreciated the services of officers-certainly
of the medical officers-of the army more thoroughly than
the private. He was extremely grateful for every kindness,
and he would remind them that no body of men in the army
were more capable of doing acts of kindness than the
medical officers of Her Majesty’s service. When he thought
of that building he could not help remembering the two men
to whom he thought they were mostly indebted for it. He
knew them both well and had the greatest admiration for
them. He was referring to Dr. Parkes and Sir Thomas

Longmore. The name of Dr. Parkes called to his mind
the book which he wrote on Hygiene, which when
it first appeared created quite a revolution in that
science, not only in the medical service, but throughout the
various parts of Her Majesty’s dominions. It was their duty,
not only to heal disease, but to do their best to prevent it,
and Dr. Parkes was the first man to show them how disease

might be kept away from their barracks. Dr. Parkes had

passed away from them, but his memory would always be
fresh in the minds of those studying there, and his name
would be remembered in the army so long as the hospital
continued to exist. Members of their profession had not
only been distinguished for their medical services. He had
on many occasions seen some of the greatest acts of
heroism performed by gentlemen of the department; and
if he was asked to name a dozen of the very bravest men
he had ever met he should have to include two or

three who had been in the medical department. He
would name one at once, because he saw him quite
lately. Perhaps they had heard of Sir Robert Jackson.
He was with him for a long time; and if he had to lead
a storming party to-morrow he did not know any man he
would sooner have with him than his friend Dr. Jackson. He
went to Lucknow with his regiment, and the senior medical
oilicer of the battalion was equally brave and won the Victoria
Cross on the occasion. There were many acts performed by
medical omcers which deserved to be recorded on any pages
of history devoted to heroism. He related the dying act
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of Surgeon-Major Landon, who, when lingering under what
proved to be a fatal gunshot wound, asked the enemy, into
whose hands a batch of wounded had fallen in an unfortunate

expedition to prop him up while he injected morphia into a
soldier who had been seriously wounded in order to relieve
his suffering. After which service he fell back and expired
in half an hour. Such an act as that should be talked of
and read of in the medical school and should be known
throughout the army. In conclusion he begged to wish them
the best fortune in the profession in which they had embarked
and to hope that he might have during the remaining portion
of his life many opportunities of meeting them again.
Surgeon-Major-General Jameson briefly thanked Lord

Wolseley for distributing the prizes and the interesting pro-
ceedings were then brought to a close.

THE ASSOCIATION OF FELLOWS OF THE
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

OF ENGLAND.

A MEETING of the Committee of the Association of
Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons of England was held
on the 7th inst. at 25, Grosvenor-street, W., Mr. Timothy
Holmes, Vice-president, being in the chair. The minutes of
the last meeting were read and confirmed. The following
resolution was then proposed, seconded, and carried
unanimously: "That the best thanks of the committee of
the Association of Fellows be accorded to Mr. George
Pollock for coming forward as the candidate of the Associa-
tion at the College election on July 2nd, 1896."
A discussion then arose with respect to the election oj

direct representatives of the profession on thQ General
Medical Council and whether it would be expedient for tht
Association to identify itself with the support of the claim:
of any particular candidate. In view of the pressing ques
tions relating to the reform movement at the Royal CollegE
of Surgeons of England, together with the efforts whic1
were being made to redress the professional wrongs suffered
by Mr. R. B. Anderson as a Fellow and Member of th,

College in which the whole profession was concerned, the

proposition was made that Mr. Walter Rivington, Vice
president of the Association, Member of the Council of th
Royal College of Surgeons of England and of the Senate o
the University of London, should be invited to come forwar<
as a candidate, and that the Society of Members of th

College should be asked to join in this invitation.
Mr. Holmes put forward this general proposition in th

shape of three resolutions. They were seconded by Mi
F. J. Gant and carried unanimously, and the honorar

secretary was instructed to forward a copy thereof to th
Society of Members of the College.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.

On an outbreak of &deg;’Fever " at Penrhynside, by Dr. BRUCE
Low.-Penrhynside is a village in the Conway rural district
about two miles from Llandudno, and between September,
1895, and February of this year there were thirty-nine cases
of "fever" in twenty-one houses and six deaths, the popu-
lation being estimated at 500. And even this did not include
the whole outbreak, for it was found that persons had
sickened after leaving the village, and some of these
were traced by Dr. Low. Considerable interest attaches
to this outbreak by reason of its varying clinical features.
The majority of the cases must be regarded as attacks
of enteric fever of more or less severity; but the un-

usual symptoms met with, and which seemed at one

time to denote cerebro-spinal meningitis and at another
epidemic influenza, must be regarded as justifying a doubt
as to the nature of the illness, especially on the part of
those who only saw isolated attacks with preponderance of
unusual features and exceptional eruptions. These clinical
variations are discussed at some length by Dr. Low, as is also

the question of different infections running concurrently in the
same patient ; but he arrives at the conclusion that the out-
break must be looked upon as one of enteric fever. Coming
next to the question of causation, he attributes it to water-
supply. Owing to a scarcity in the public service, which
has since been remedied, the villagers resorted to " spouts 

"

below the village. Now the springs supplying these spouts
are subject to be mingled with the soakage from the thin
layer of superficial soil on which the village stands, and
which by reason of faulty sanitation was much polluted.
One resident, indeed, stated that "the village reeked from
end to end " when the outbreak commenced ; and not only
so, but enteric fever was imported about three weeks before
the outbreak ; and the story goes to show how easily an
epidemic is set in motion directly the filth of accumulated
neglect receives its specific stimulus and has access to
water. Sewerage has now been decided on, and the decision
has come none too early ; for it is doubtless due in part to
the prevailing filth that so many multiple attacks and

secondary attacks occurred in households. Penrhynside owes
its outbreak to another piece of negligence. Had the first
case been isolated the outbreak would, doubtless, never have
occurred, and had the first batch of attacks been isolated the
epidemic would not have been spread over several months.
But the Conway rural council had failed to make provision
for the immediate isolation of any infectious sick, and the
attempt to replace this by a nursing staff could not prevent
the outbreak, whilst it revealed features which are, we trust,
not often found under such circumstances. We can under-
stand the mischief which arose when the nurses were absent
on their visiting tours by reason of the patients being sup-
plied with improper food and by the infectious excreta being
cast into privies ; but it is not often we read that stimulants
supplied for the sick were drunk by others, and that these
others were members of the same family who are aptly
described as "heartless relatives." The episodes of this
epidemic will, we trust, teach a lesson. Some remedial
measures have already been adopted ; but this district will,
after such an experience, be grievously, even culpably,
deficient unless some means are kept in actual readiness for
the immediate isolation of a few first attacks of infectious
fever, whether imported or not.

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Wimbledon Urban District.-The Wimbledon Hospital for
Infectious Diseases is apparently a far from attractive build-
ing. Owing bo the presence of certain disagreeable odours
in different parts of the building Mr. Mayne, the inspector of
nuisances, was instructed to make a survey of the premises.
He reports that it stands upon a wet site near the sewage
farm, the fall of the ground in the last being from the farm
towards the building. Beneath the large ward are cellars in
which were found three cesspools, two containing " stagnant

! water and one liquid sewage. The odours in the cellars
from decomposing woodwork and the cesspools were most
offensive." In another part of the report we read that
"the whole building is in a very dilapidated state ;
the roofs are leaky and rainwater finds an entrance in

many places. The hospital fails in every way to come up to
what is required as an habitable building." It is only fair
to relate that when the report was presented to the sanitary

. committee they immediately ordered the hospital to be closed
and the patients to be transferred to an iron building. Active
steps seem to have been taken for the provision of a better
and well-isolated site for the erection of a proper hospital.
The medical officer of health, Mr. E. Pocklington, reports

s that one of the private schools in his district was found
t grossly overcrowded, the floor area for occupants being
, 5’8 square feet and the cubic space 48’9 feet. The school
s was closed.
- Aberdeen Urban District.-Dr. Matthew Hay reports that
e measles is at the present time non-existent in Aberdeen, and
i he observes that the proper time to take effectual preventive
e measures against the spread of the disease is when that
s disease is at a low ebb. The sanitary department of
I. the city is, Dr. Hay points out, willing to give every
s assistance in suggesting and carrying out necessary
precautions; but in the case of measles all effort must
e be to a large extent unavailing without the hearty coopera-
ir tion of the citizens and officials. A ward at the city hos-
)t pital is kept in readiness for the reception of measles, and
)f Dr. Hay expresses a hope that the parents will readily
)f consent, when necessary, to removal. It should be borne in
l mind, Dr. Hay remarks, even if the postponement of an
10 epidemic means an epidemic of larger dimensions when it


